
A GRAPHICAL SUMMARY OF THE AIRCRAFT 

CARRIER WAR IN THE PACIFIC DURING WORLD 

WAR II.

ESPECIALLY THE FIRST TWO YEARS OF THE 

PACIFIC WAR.

SEE CHAPTER 8 FOR MORE DETAILS AND 

REFERENCES.





Enterprise

Lexington

Saratoga

Saratoga 

maintenance

Saratoga 

returns

Saratoga 

damaged

Hornet, Yorktown

From Atlantic

Wasp from Atlantic 

Saratoga returns and 

sinks a Japanese carrier

Saratoga 

damaged

Coral Sea

Lexington lost

Midway

Yorktown lost

Wasp lost

Hornet lost

Essex (a new 

class) joins

Essex Class & 

Independence 

Class



Ryujo sunk by the 

Saratoga in the 

Solomons

Battle of Midway, 

Akagi, Kaga, Soryu, 

and Hiryu lost

Coral Sea Battle, 

Shoho lost

Nearly all 

trained pilots 

gone

US control of sea – little 

opportunity to train pilots

(US pilots trained in Lake 

Michigan and Eastern Pacific.)

Fuel 

nearly 

gone



(Some were sent to the Atlantic for convoy duty etc.)


